Labourers (Ireland) Bill. 



MEMORANDUM. 



Clause 1. 

The object of this clause is to shorten and amend the procedure 
prior to the making of an improvement scheme. 

Sub-clause (1). — Section 4 of the Act of 1883 provides that the 
sanitary authority shall take a representation into consideration at a 
meeting of which not less than fourteen days’ public notice has been 
given and of which special notice has been sent to each member of the 
sanitary authority not less than fourteen days before the day of the 
meeting. The sub-clause proposes to substitute seven days for 
fourteen days. 

Sub-clause (2). — Section 4 of the Act of 1883 provides that the 
sanitary authority may postpone their decision as to passing a 
resolution, or may postpone the making of an improvement scheme 
to any subsequent meeting, and that in such case not less than 
three days’ notice of such meeting shall be sent to each member of 
the sanitary authority. It has been held that this enactment 
prohibits the sanitary authority from considering any detail of a 
representation at a subsequent meeting unless such notice has been 
sent. The sub-clause proposes to make it clear that the notice 
shall not be requisite except in the case of the meeting at which a 
final resolution in respect to the scheme is to be passed. 

Sub-clame (3) provides that a representation under s. 5 of the 
Act of 1883, or a certificate by a sanitary officer relating to the 
same, may be amended, and that the representation may be signed 
at any stage of the proceedings by any duly qualified person. 

Sub-clause (4). — Section 7 of the Act of 1883 provides that upon 
the completion of an improvement scheme the sanitary authority shall 
publish particulars respecting the scheme during three consecutive 
weeks in the months of September, or October, or November, in 
some two or more newspapers circulating within the jurisdiction of 
the sanitary authority. 
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Section 19 of the Act of 1885 struck out the words “ in the 
“ month of September, or October, or November.” 

The sub-clause proposes to substitute two for three weeks. 

Section 7 of the Act of 1883 directs the notice on the landowner 
to be served during the month next after the month in which the 
advertisement is issued. Sub-clause (4) proposes to allow that 
notice to be served at the same time as, or at any time after, the 
advertisement. 

Sub-clause (5). — Section 7 of the Act of 1883 directs notice of land 
to be taken compulsorily to be served on the owner, &c. by delivery 
of the notice personally to him or to his agent, or by leaving the 
notice at his place of abode, or sending it by post to his place of 
abode. It has been held that the notice must be delivered to the 
agent personally, and cannot be served by leaving it at his place of 
abode or sending it to him by post. The sub-clause allows the 
notice to be served on the agent in the same manner as on the 
owner, save that if the service is by post it is to be by registered 
letter. 

Su-b-clause (6). — The Labourers Acts do not provide for the 
giving notice of the date of the local inquiry (held under s. 7 of the 
Act of 1883) to owners, &c. of land proposed to he taken. The 
snh-clause provides that the inspector of the Local Government 
Board who is to hold the inquiry shall give seven days’ notice to 
such owners, &c. of the date on which the inquiry will be held. 



Clause 2. 

In almost all cases part only of a provisional order is opposed. The 
object of this clause is to allow the unopposed part to be proceeded 
with without being delayed by the part that is opposed. 



Clause 3. 

This clause proposes for the purpose of shorteuing the procedure 
for the compulsory acquisition of land under the Labourers Acts to 
substitute the provisions contained in the second schedule of the 
Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890, for the similar provisions 
of the Lands Clauses Acts. 



Clmse 4. 

The object of this clause is to allow a sanitary authority to enter 
the land immediately on the confirmation of the provisional order. 
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Under tlie existing law (23 & 24 Yict. c. 27. s. 2) they can only 
enter when the arbitrator has made his draft award, fixing the 
purchase money. 

In order to protect the landowner the clause proposes that security 
shall he given or a sum shall he deposited by way of security for 
the purchase money, and if a lease is proposed, that payment on 
account of rent, until a fair rent is fixed, shall he made at the 
annual valuation under the Irish Valuation Acts. 



Clause 5. 

Section 13 of the Act of 1883 prohibits the sanitary authority 
from making lettings of any tenements erected or acquired under 
the Act to any person other than an agricultural labourer or from 
permitting any such tenement or part thereof to be in the 
occupation of any person other than an agricultural labourer. 

The object of the clause is to enable, the Local Government Board 
to take proceedings for enforcing the law in this respect similar 
to those authorised by the Act of 1891. 

Clause 6. 

Section 13 of tho Act of 1883 provides that the tenancies created 
by lettings under the Labourers Acts shall he cottier tenancies 
within the meaning of the Landlord and Tenant Law Amendment 
Act (Ireland), 1860. Section 81 of the Act of 1860 provides that in 
the case of cottier tenancies the allotment shall not exceed half an 
acre and the landlord shall keep and maintain the cottage in repair. 
The object of the clause is to provide that the tenancies created by 
lettings under the Labourers Acts shall be deemed cottier tenancies, 
notwithstanding that the allotment exceeds half an acre and by the 
terms of the letting the tenant is hound to keep the windows of the 
cottage and the fences of the allotment in repair. 



Clause 7. 

Section 4 of the Act, of 1891 provides for an inspector of the Local 
Government Board holding a local inquiry with reference to the 
default of a sanitary authority, whether that default is failing to 
pass a resolution under the Labourers Acts with respect to an 
improvement scheme, or the passing of a resolution adverse to the 
improvement scheme. Section 8 of the Act requires the authority, ii 
the inspector reports that they are in default, to take steps within 
three months for carrying an improvement scheme into execution, 
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and if they do not take such steps as the inspector deems sufficient, 
he must complain to the Local Government Board, and that Board, 
if satisfied that the sanitary authority are guilty of default, may hy 
order give the inspector authority to exercise the powers of the 
sanitary authority under the Labourers Acts. 

The object of the clause is to provide that the inspector who 
holds the inquiry and who makes the complaint, and who has 
authority given him to exercise the powers of the sanitary authority, 
need not be the same inspector. 



Clause 8. 

The object of this clause is to continue the Labourers Acts for 
five years. These Acts are at present temporary, subject to con- 
tinuance by the Annual Expiring Laws Continuance Acts. 
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Labourers ( Ireland j. 



A 

BILL 



TO 

Amend the Labourers (Ireland) Acts, 1883 to 1892. 

B E it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this pi*esent Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : — 

5 1. — (1.) In section four of the Labourers (Ireland) A.ct, 1883, 

“seven days” shall be substituted for “fourteen days ” wherever 
those words occur. 

(2.) The notice of a subsequent meeting of a sanitary authority 
required by the said section four shall not be necessary except in 
19 the case of a meeting at which a final resolution is to be passed. 

(3.) A representation under section five of the said Act of 18S3, 
or any certificate of a sanitary officer relating to the same, may be 
amended at any time prior or subsequent to the making of an 
improvement scheme in pursuance thereof, and the power of 
1C amendment hereby given shall include power to permit any such 
representation to be signed at any stage of the proceedings thereon 
by any person duly qualified to sign the same, and such signing shall 
have the same effect as if the representation had been originally so 
signed ; provided that no amendment other than the addition of a 
29 signature shall be made without the consent in writing in the case 
of a representation of the persons who originally signed the same, 
and in the case of a certificate of the sanitary officer, and any 
signature added shall be verified by a member or officer of the 
Banitary authority. 

26 (4.) In section seven of the said Act of 1883 “ tico consecutive 

weeks” shall be substituted for “three consecutive weeks'’ and 
the notices to be served under the said section may be served at the 
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same time as, or at any time after, the publication of the adver- 
tisement in that section mentioned. 

(5.) Any notice under the said section seven may he served on 
the agent of the person required to be served in like manner as on 
such person, and need not he served personally ; provided that, if 5 
the service is by post, the letter shall bo registered. 

(6.) Where the Local Government Board direct a local inquiry to 
be held under the said section seven, the inspector of the Board 
appointed to hold the inquiry shall, not later than seven days 
before the day on which the inquiry will he held, forward by post 10 
in a registered letter addressed to the usual or last-known place of 
abode of every owner or reputed owner, lessee or reputed lessee, 
and occupier of the lands proposed to be taken compulsorily, a 
notice of the date on which the inquiry will he held. ■ 

2. Where a petition has been lodged under the principal Acts 15 
respecting a portion only of a provisional order, the Local Govern- 
ment Board may divide the order into two orders, and the new 
order containing the portion of the original order to which the 
petition does not relate shall become absolute in like manner as if 
no petition had been lodged, and the new order containing the 20 
portion of the original order to which the petition relates shall 
remain provisional until confirmed. 



30 



3. — (1.) For the purpose of taking lands compulsorily by 
purchase under the principal Acts the provisions of the Lands 
Glauses Acts with respect to the purchase and hiking of lands 25 
otherwise than by agreement shall be deemed to he amended by 
the provisions contained in the Second Schedule of the Housing 
of the Working Classes Act, 1890, and such provisions shall 
(subject as by this section provided) he deemed to form part of 
the principal Acts in like manner as if therein expressly enacted. 

(2.) In the construction for the purposes of the principal Acts 
of the provisions contained in the said Second Schedule to the said 
Act of 1890, the “local authority” shall mean the sanitary 
authority, the “confirming Act” shall mean the order of the 
Local Government Board authorising the improvement scheme, 35 
when the same has become absolute or been confirmed, the “ con- 
firming authority ” shall mean the Local Government Board, 
and references^ to the said Act of 1890 or to Part I. thereof shall 
he deemed references to the principal Acts. 



4. When a provisional order sanctioning an improvement scheme 40 
has become absolute, or been confirmed, as the case may he, the 
sanitary authority may, subject to the provisions of this section, 
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forthwith eater upon and use for the purposes of the principal A.I). isos. 
Acts, the land comprised in the order, notwithstanding that the — 
arbitrator has not framed his award, and the interest payable in 
the case of a purchase, and the fair rent payable in the case of a 
5 lease, shall run as from the time of such entry. 

Provided that — 

(a) in the case of a purchase the sanitary authority, unless 
the persons entitled to give a discharge for the purchase 
money consent to such entry, shall give such security for the 

10 purchase money as those persons may require, or shall by way 
of security deposit in the Bank of Ireland in like manner as 
if it were purchase money such sum as may be specified in 
the order, or if no sum is so specified, as the Local Govern- 
ment Board direct, and the sum deposited shall he applied 
15 in payment or part payment of the purchase money when 
determined, and if in excess of the purchase money, the 
balance shall he returned to the sanitary authority and if 
less than the purchase money the deficit shall be a charge 
upon any rates leviable by the sanitary authority, and may he 
20 recovered accordingly ; and 

(b) in the case of a lease, the sanitary authority shall pay on 
account of rent, until the fair rent is fixed, an annual sum equal 
to the annual value of the land under the Irish Valuation 
Acts. 

25 5. — -(1.) Where a complaint is made to the Local Government Provision 

Board by any person resident in a sanitary district that the sanitary letthj°by 
authority of the district have in contravention of section thirteen samtay 
of the Labourers (Ireland) Act, 1883, made any letting under the 10 

principal Acts to a person other than an agricultural labourer, or other than 
30 permitted any tenement or part thereof acquired under the said 

Acts to he held by any person, other than an agricultural labourer, 46 447 Vict. 
as occupier thereof, the Local Government Board may, if they think c - 60 - s - 13 - 
fit, direct a local inquiry to he held, and a report made to them with 
respect to the grounds of the complaint. 

36 (2.) If it appears upon the report of the inspector that the com- 

plaint is well founded, the Local Government Board may direct 
the sanitary authority to take steps within a time to be named by 
the Board for determining any letting made or removing from any 
such tenement or part thereof any person permitted to hold the 
40 same in contravention of the said section thirteen. 

(3.) If the sanitary authority do not within the time so limited 
take such steps as may he directed in that behalf, the Local 
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Government Board may make an order giving any of their 
inspectors authority to take such steps as aforesaid, and to exercise 
all the powers and to perform all the duties of the sanitary 
authority for the purpose of making lettings under the principal 
Acts. 5 

6 . The tenancy under a letting hya sanitary authority of any 
cottage and allotment to an agricultural labourer shall be deemed 
to he a cottier tenancy within the ■ meaning of the Landlord and 
Tenant Law Amendment Act (Ireland), 1860, notwithstanding that 
the allotment exceeds half an acre, and that by the terms of such lo 
letting the tenant is hound to keep the windows of such cottage 
and the fences of such allotment in repair. 

7. The inspector who holds a local inquiry under section four 
of the Labourers (Ireland) Act, 1891, and the inspector who makes 

a complaint, and the inspector to whom authority is given by an 15 
order of the Local Government Board under section eight of the 
said Act, need not he the same person, hut may be any inspector 
of the Local Government Board. 

8 . The principal Acts as amended by this Act shall continue in 
force for five years from the passing of this Act, and until the end 20 
of the session of Parliament next ensuing. 

9 . This Act may be cited as the 'Labourers (Ireland) Act, 1896, 
and save where inconsistent therewith shall he construed as one 
with the Labourers (Ireland) Acts, 1883 to 1892 (in this Act referred 

to as the principal Acts) and the said Acts and this Act may he 25 
cited oolleotively as the Labourers (Ireland) Acts, 1883 to 1896. 

10 . The Acts specified in the schedule to this Aot are hereby 
repealed to the extent in the third column of that schedule 
mentioned. 

11. This Act shall come into operation on the first day of 30 
November next after the passing thereof, and shall apply to all 
proceedings begun under the principal Acts in like manner as if 
they had been begun after the commencement of this Act. 
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A.D. 1896. 



Acts Repealed. 



Session and Chapter. 


Short Title. 


Extent of Repeal. 


46 & 47 Viet. c. 60. 


The Labourers (Ireland) 


In section seven the words 


5 


Act, 1883. 


during the month next fol- 


10 48 & 49 Viol. c. 77. - 


The Labourers (Ireland) 


“ lowing the month in which 
“ such advertisement is pub- 
“ lished.” 

Section twenty-two. 

Section twenty-six. 




Act, 1885. 
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KILL 

To amend the Labourers (Ireland) Acts, 
1883 to 1892. 



( Prepared and brought in by 
Mr. Gerald Balfour and Mr. Attorney -General 
for Ireland .) 



Ordered , by Xhe House of Commons, to be Printed, 
IS May 1896. 




[Price ljrf.] 
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